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Developer lays out initial plans for Shiloh church property
BY JAMES JENNINGS
The News

KALONA

 With the voluntary an-
nexation of the former Shiloh 
church property south of Kalo-
na working its way to fruition, 
developer CJ Moyna and Sons 
has been working on prelimi-
nary plans for the property.
 The property has been re-
branded as the “Southtown 

Area of Kalona.”
 “It’s obviously got a geo-
graphical connection to Kalo-
na,” said Adam Kos, who 
works for the developer. “We 
can brand it as something new 
and different, but it’s an exten-
sion of Kalona.”
 With plans to demolish the 
existing buildings on the prop-
erty this spring, the developer 
is looking at the property as a 
“blank canvas.”

 “We want to be thoughtful 
in our planning moving for-
ward,” Kos said. “We want to 
get the utility corridors right, 
get the grading right, make 
sure the stormwater retention 
is well thought out. We want 
to set up the property right for 
the next 75-100 years.”
 He said that one of the 
unique features of the property 
is the presence of mature trees.
 “You can’t get mature trees 

for 75 years,” he said. “Any 
grading and improvements 
that we do would be set up with 
what’s already there.
 “The land out there is beau-
tiful. The rolling terrain is 
something that is unique.”
 He explained that develop-
ment would be done in phases, 
with phase one consisting of 40-
50 residential units.
 “We want to set this up in a 
fashion where if it goes wildly 

successful, we’re ready for 
phase two,” Kos said.
 He added that, within the 
Southtown development area, 
there will be individual devel-
opments. 
 “We’ll have phase one, 
which will have a name,” he 
said. “We may have camp-
grounds. We may have other 
things like parks that will have 
specific names.”

SUBMITTED

Developer CJ Moyna and Sons has put together initial plans for the Southtown Area of Kalona, the rebranded name of the former Shiloh church property.
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What to expect during a bathroom remodel
METRO CREATIVE SERVICES
 There are many reasons to 
renovate a home. Some home-
owners purchase fixer-uppers 
and commit to making major 
renovations before they even 
move in, while others may ren-
ovate their homes with an eye 
on resale value. 
 But many homeowners also 
take on renovation projects to 
make the homes more livable 
for themselves.
 Bathroom renovations are 
popular projects. In fact, a 2018 
survey from the National Asso-
ciation of Home Builders found 
that bathroom remodels are 
the most popular remodeling 
projects. 
 But just because bathroom 
remodeling projects are popu-
lar doesn’t mean they’re easy 
to endure. 
 Knowing what to expect 
during a bathroom remodel 
can help homeowners get 
through the renovation pro-
cess.

Cost
 Bathroom remodeling proj-
ects can be expensive. 
 According to Remodeling 
magazine’s “Cost vs. Value 
2019” report, a mid-range bath-
room remodeling project cost 
an average of $20,420 in 2019, 
while an upscale remodel cost 
just under $64,000. 
 Homeowners should devel-

op budgets for their bathroom 
renovation projects to deter-
mine which type of project 
they can afford. 
 In addition, setting aside a 
little extra money for overruns 
is a wise move that can help 
homeowners handle any un-
foreseen expenses.

Noise
 Few home renovation proj-

ects can be undertaken quietly, 
and bathroom renovations 
tend to generate a lot of noise. 
 The noise can be difficult 
to overcome for professionals 
who work from home full-time, 
and it also can be hard on par-
ents of young children who still 
nap and don’t yet go to school. 
 Parents of young children 
may find it best to delay bath-
room renovation projects until 

their children are school-aged 
and out of the house for most of 
the day on weekdays.

Mess
 The debris generated by 
bathroom renovation projects 
is another thing homeowners 
must prepare for. 
 In addition to preparing 
for the waste generated by the 
project, first-time renovators 

must realize that dust might 
be a big issue once the project 
begins. 
 Dust can pose a threat to 
residents’ overall health, par-
ticularly the health of young-
sters whose bodies haven’t yet 
fully developed. 
 As a result, parents of young 
children may want to schedule 
renovations during family va-
cations so their children are 
exposed to as little dust as pos-
sible.

Changes
 Few renovations go off with-
out a hitch. 
 Once a project begins, con-
tractors often uncover issues 
that weren’t noticeable to the 
naked eye. 
 These issues may increase 
the cost of completing a project 
or force homeowners to change 
their plans to make the project 
stay as close to their budgets as 
possible. 
 Recognizing that these deci-
sions may have to be made on 
the fly can help homeowners 
feel more prepared when unex-
pected issues arise.
 Bathroom renovation proj-
ects are worthwhile invest-
ments. Knowing what to expect 
during a bathroom renovation 
project can help homeowners 
handle all the twists and turns 
that may arise.

METRO CREATIVE SERVICES

Knowing what to expect during a bathroom remodel can help homeowners get through the renovation.

How to repair bare spots in the lawn
METRO CREATIVE SERVICES
 Caring for a lawn to keep 
it lush and green can require 
equal measures of patience 
and hard work. Various invad-
ers can attack grass or contrib-
ute to its demise. One problem 
many homeowners face is bare 
spots. 
 Bare spots can occur for 
various reasons. Heavy foot 
traffic, grubs or other pests, 
fungi, pet urine, or too much or 
too little water can contribute 
to bare spots. 
 The how-to resource The 
Spruce says that correcting the 
source of bare spots can pre-
vent new issues, particularly if 
grubs or other pests are damag-
ing the grass. Then homeown-
ers can address existing bare 
areas.
 It is unlikely that bare spots 
will just fill back in on their 
own. Reseeding spots or us-
ing sod to fill in bare areas can 

help lawns look lush.
 and re-

moving any dead grass and 
other debris from the lawn. 
Check to make sure that grubs 
or insects are not attacking the 
lawn. If they are, use targeted 
treatment options for those 
pests.

any 
soil that is compacted in the 
bare spot. 

 in the 
bare area with loamy soil or 
compost to improve on the nu-
tritional makeup and texture 
so that it is amenable to grass-
growing. If you notice that the 
entire lawn is looking a little 
sparse, top-dressing the rest of 
the lawn at this point also can 
help improve its vitality.
  in the 
bare spot (disperse seeds over 
the rest of the lawn if you want 
to over-seed and improve the 
thickness of the lawn). If you 

prefer sod, cut a portion of the 
sod to fit the bare area and 
place on the amended soil.
 newly 
seeded or sodded areas daily 
for at least two weeks to keep 
the top inch of soil consistently 
moist but not soggy. Gradually 
water more as the seedlings de-
velop and the grass begins to 
fill in. Deep water at least once 
or twice a week after the new 
grass reaches mowing height.

 than the rest 
of the lawn, and wait until the 
color of the patched area be-
gins to blend in with the rest of 
the lawn before mowing. This 
could take a few weeks, and the 
area should be avoided until 
then.
 Eventually, and with treat-
ment, bare spots can be reme-
died and become indistinguish-
able from other areas of the 
lawn. 

METRO CREATIVE SERVICES

Reseeding spots to fill in bare areas can help lawns look lush.
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WE WANT TO HEAR FROM YOU!
 Submit a letter 

to the editor today.  
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Dying tree gets new life as a bench
BY JAMES JENNINGS
The News

KALONA

 Derek Bachman loved the 
giant tree that stood in front 
of his home at the north end of 
Sixth Street in Kalona.
 The problem was that it was 
an ash tree. Ash trees in Iowa 
have been infected by the em-
erald ash borer, slowly killing 
trees.
 “We had been here five 
years and didn’t really like to 

see the tree go, but it was an 
ash tree,” Bachman said. “It 
was dying out. My tree guy 
said in a couple years it would 
probably be completely dead.”
 So, they began to cut down 
the giant dying tree.
 “As we were cutting it down 
and cleaning up here one day, 
we thought it would be pretty 
neat to make something out of 
that tree,” Bachman said.
 He began searching the In-
ternet for ideas on how to re-
purpose parts of the tree and 

came across Carve R Way of 
Mount Vernon.
 “We looked on the Internet 
and found this guy from Mount 
Vernon,” Bachman said. “He 
does benches, he does tables 
and pretty much anything. It’s 
all done with chainsaws.”
 Carve R Way owner Clint 
Henik started his wood-carv-
ing business in 2015, creating 
all kinds of wood-furniture 
from beds and benches to pool 
tables and end tables.
 “He’ll come to your house,” 

Bachman said. “We thought 
that would be great because we 
don’t have any way of getting 
this big tree up to Mount Ver-
non.”
 Bachman told Henik that 
he wanted a bench that would 
sit two or three people comfort-
ably where they could sit out in 
their front yard.
 “We were just not ready to 
see this tree go, so we kept the 
tree with us,” Bachman said.
 Henik came to Kalona and 
did all the work in Bachman’s 

front yard.
 “The work was done en-
tirely with chainsaws except 
for the top of the bench and 
the back of the bench,” Bach-
man said. “Even the name 
on the back, he cut out with 
a chainsaw. He had to take a 
sander and sand it smooth so 
it wouldn’t hurt when you sat 
down on it.”
 The bench, now completed, 
sits in Bachman’s front yard.

Derek Bachman had a bench made from a dying ash tree in his front yard. The work was done by Carve R Way of Mount Vernon.
JAMES JENNINGS/THE NEWS
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Eight handy garden 
tools for beginners
METRO CREATIVE SERVICES
 The right tool for the job 
is essential to working safely 
and efficiently. This is as true 
in the workplace as it is in the 
garden. 
 Novice gardeners may not 
know where to begin in re-
gards to which tools they need. 
 The following are eight 
items that can serve as a solid 
foundation for beginning gar-
deners. 

Gloves
 Your hands will be working 
hard, so it pays to protect them 
from calluses, blisters, splin-
ters, insects, and dirt. Look for 
water-resistant gloves that are 
also breathable. 

Hand pruners
 Hand pruners are essential 
for cutting branches, cleaning 
up shrubs, dead-heading flow-
ers, and various other tasks. 
Choose ergonomic, no-slip 
handles that will make work 
easier. Rust-resistant, nonstick 
blades also are handy.

Wheelbarrow
 A wheelbarrow can trans-
port gear to garden beds or tote 
dirt, leaves, rocks, and other 
materials around the land-
scape. A good wheelbarrow is 
strong but light enough to ma-
neuver when full.

Loppers
 Long-handled loppers will 
fit the bill for thick branches. 
The long handles provide le-
verage to cut through branches 

an inch or more in diameter.

Hand trowel
 A hand trowel is a handy 
tool that lets you dig holes or 
unearth weeds. While shop-
ping for a trowel, consider get-
ting a hand-held garden fork, 
which can aerate soil and cut 
through roots. 

Hose/watering can
 Keeping gardens hydrated 
is part of ensuring their health. 
That makes a hose and a water-
ing can two invaluable tools 
to have around. Invest in a 
lightweight, expandable hose if 
storage space is at a premium. 
An adjustable nozzle will en-
able you to customize the wa-
ter flow as needed. A watering 
can is an easy way to tote water 
to hard-to-reach pots and con-
tainers.

Garden kneeler
 Gardeners often bend and 
kneel while working in the 
soil. That puts pressure on the 
back and knees. A comfortable 
garden kneeler with memory 
foam or one made from shock-
absorbing material can reduce 
aches and pains.

Garden hoe
 Garden hoes till soil, re-
move weeds and perform many 
other tasks. A garden hoe can 
be used along with a full-sized 
shovel, trowel and garden rake.
 This list is just the tip of 
the garden tool iceberg. Visit a 
garden center and speak with a 
professional about other tools 
that can be added to the mix. 

METRO CREATIVE SERVICES

There are certain tools that can serve as a solid foundation for beginning gardeners.
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Tips for waterproofing a basement or crawl space
METRO CREATIVE SERVICES
 Water can be a homeowner’s 
worst nightmare. Few things 
have the potential to damage a 
home as much as water. 
 From leaks to flooding to 
moisture problems like mold, 
water can wreak havoc on a 
home. 
 Basements or crawl spaces 
are areas of a home where wa-
ter can do the most damage. 
 Basements and crawl spac-
es tend to be the lowest-lying 
spots in a home, and therefore 
prime spots for water to enter. 
 Water problems in these 
areas can contribute to the de-
mise of the structural integrity 
of the foundation. 
 According to Olshan, a 
foundation solutions company, 
water can enter homes in nu-
merous ways. 
 Many building materials, 
including concrete, that seem 
solid at first glance actually 
are quite porous. 
 As ground water collects 
around these materials, the 
weight of the accumulated 
water, called hydrostatic pres-
sure, can weaken the materi-
als, causing cracks where wa-
ter can seep through. 
 Water also can enter sub-
terranean spaces through 
basement windows and gaps 

between footings and concrete 
slabs or push up through foun-
dation floors when homes are 
in areas with high water tables.
 Remedying water issues in 
a home generally breaks down 
into two methodologies: exteri-
or waterproofing and interior 
waterproofing. 
 Depending on the cause and 
severity of the water issue, one 
or the other, or even both, may 
be recommended.

METRO CREATIVE SERVICES

Remedying water issues in a home generally breaks down into two methodologies: exterior waterproof-
ing and interior waterproofing.

Exterior waterproofing
 Exterior waterproofing 
aims to keep water away from 
and out of the home. 
 The home improvement in-
formation resource DoItYour-
self.com says that exterior wa-
terproofing generally includes 
the application of a waterproof-
ing agent to the concrete foun-
dation. 
 In addition, exterior water-
proofing also could include ex-

cavation, so a drainage system 
can be installed around the en-
tire footing of the home. 
 Regrading a property and 
properly relocating gutters 
and downspouts can help with 
many water issues.

Interior waterproofing
 When water in a basement 
or crawl space needs to be re-
mediated indoors, a system to 
collect, drain and remove wa-

ter may be necessary. 
 This can include sump 
pumps, drains, gravity dis-
charge systems, and more. 
 Moisture barriers, which 
can include special paints or 
products applied to the founda-
tion walls and floor, also can 
help keep water from entering 
the space.

Moisture solutions
 Keeping water out is only 
one part of the equation. 
 Homeowners also need to 
manage moisture, like exces-
sive humidity. A marriage of 
HVAC and waterproofing tech-
niques may be necessary to 
improve air flow and remove 
humidity in the air.
 While many homeowners 
have attempted to address wa-
ter issues on their own, many 
times it is a job best left to the 
professionals. 
 Because water penetration 
can have multifaceted causes, 
a professional can best assess 
the situation and create solu-
tions that fit with homeown-
ers’ budgets and needs. 
 The review and advice site 
Angie’s List suggests finding at 
least three waterproofing com-
panies that offer both interior 
and exterior waterproofing 
services that can provide the 
best ideas for fixing the issue.

The best ways to tackle a dusty home
 Dust may seem like a never-
ending nuisance, but there are 
some ways to mitigate dust for 
more than just a few hours.

Invest in a better 
vacuum cleaner
 Vacuuming carpets can re-
lease and resuspend dust and 
allergens that were trapped in 
carpeting and throw rugs, ad-
vises the Queensland Univer-
sity of Technology. 
 Traditional vacuums may 
toss that dust into the air rather 

than remove it. However, vacu-
ums with HEPA (high efficien-
cy particulate air) filters can 
catch particles at .3 microns in 
size or larger at an efficiency 
rating of 99.97%. 
 Another solution is to switch 
to hard-surface flooring, which 
is less likely to trap dust.

Change the AC unit filter
 According to Kadi Dulude, 
owner of the New York-based 
Wizard of Homes cleaning 
service, HVAC filters are sup-
posed to trap particles that flow 
through the air and the heating 
and cooling system. 
 Inadequate or dirty filters 
cannot do that job as thorough-
ly as new filters. 
 Check the filters in both 
window and whole-house AC 
or heating units and replace 
according to the recommended 
schedule. 

Use less cloth and linen
 The cleaning service Maid 
to Shine Cleaners suggests that 
textiles trap more dust, particu-
larly synthetic fabrics. 
 Replacing items around the 
house with leather or wooden 
furniture may alleviate some of 
the dust problem.

Take off shoes
 Dirt and debris from outside 
can contribute to dust in the 
house. Remove shoes when en-
tering the house to reduce the 
accumulation of dust.

Keep pets groomed
 Pets bring many positive 
things to a home, but no matter 
how short their coats, pet dan-
der can be part of the dust prob-
lem. 
 Washing and grooming pets 
regularly may put a dent in the 
dust situation.
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We can handle all your 
Building Supply Needs
Whether it’s a repair 

job, remodeling or new 
construction, we have 

what you need!

Owens Corning
Tru Definition Shingles

Trex Decking
Masonite

Exterior Doors
Simonton Windows

Here are some of the 
items we have in stock 
or can order for you:

Kalona Builders Supply Co.

(319) 656-2283
“Your Home Improvement Headquarters”

  & Composite

  & Trim

108 5th Street, Kalona, IA 52247 We Deliver

Nine garden planning tips for the greatest return
BY MELINDA MYERS
Gardening Expert

 We’ve all done it… got-
ten overzealous in spring and 
overplanted or planted the 
wrong varieties for our tastes 
and needs. 
 Make this the year you plan 
your garden for the best return 
on your investment.
 First, prepare a list before 
placing your catalogue order 
or making that first trip to the 
garden center. 
 Without a bit of preplan-
ning our carts end up filled 
with more seeds and plants 
than space available or variet-
ies that are not suited to our 
growing conditions or our fam-
ily’s taste.
 Make sure each plant you 
select provides the greatest re-
turn on investment by includ-
ing winning varieties with a 
visit to the All-America Selec-
tions (AAS) website (all-ameri-
caselections.org). 
 This nonprofit trialing or-
ganization has test sites across 
the U.S. and Canada that trial 
and select winning varieties 
for their taste and garden per-
formance.
 Review your favorite reci-
pes and consider growing the 
ingredients you need on a regu-
lar basis. 
 Salad lovers may want to 
plant a container of greens that 
can be harvested daily.  
 Sandy Lettuce and colorful 
mild-flavored Red Kingdom 
Mizuna are slow to bolt, ex-
tending the harvest into warm-
er months. 
 Add some super nutritious 
Prizm kale for your morning 
smoothies and salads. Prizm’s 
stemless stalks re-leaf quickly 
after harvest, so you’ll have a 
continuous supply.
 Fill a corner of the garden 
or container with a small-
fruited tomato or two for sal-
ads, snacking and other daily 
treats. 
 Red Celano grape tomato – a 
determinate for containers – 
and the light-yellow sweet Fire-
fly tomato – an indeterminate 
for vertical or staked gardens 
– are attractive and very pro-
ductive, ensuring more than 
enough for your whole family 
to enjoy.
 Add a bit of crunch and 
color by growing Roxanne rad-
ishes. 
 And don’t forget the cucum-
bers. Green Light cucumbers 
are seedless, sweet and prolific 
– great for salads or a refresh-
ing summer drink. 
 Keep a constant supply of 
these ingredients by making 
small plantings throughout the 
season.
 Grow several containers 
of tasty and attractive Delizz 
strawberries. 
 These everbearing plants 
will provide a pretty pot of 
fresh strawberries throughout 
the summer for your morning 
oatmeal or afternoon glass of 
wine.
 Plant unusual vegetables 
you can’t purchase at the gro-
cery store.  
 Roulette pepper has the look 
and citrusy flavor of a habane-
ro without the heat. 
 And you won’t find any-
thing like Yellow Apple tomato 

at the store. It has small unique 
apple-shaped fruit with a cit-
rusy sweet flavor that’s per-
fect for snacks or stuffing with 
cheese.
 Dedicate some space for 
those vegetables that are more 
expensive to buy than grow. 
 Green peppers are a bargain 
in the summer, but the yellow, 
orange and red ones can cost 
two to three times more. 
 Reduce the wait time and 
increase your enjoyment with 
early maturing colorful pep-
pers like Orange Blaze or the 
yellow sweet peppers like Cor-
nito Giallo, Escamillo or Just 
Sweet.
 If you plan to freeze, dry or 
can your harvest, make sure 
to reserve some time during 
harvest season for picking and 
preserving.  
 Select disease resistant pro-
ductive varieties like Early Re-
silience Roma Tomato so you’ll 
have plenty of produce to pre-
serve.
 This is your year to pro-
duce a garden filled with just 
enough family favorites and 
unusual varieties that are less 
expensive to grow than buy.

ALL-AMERICAN SELECTIONS

Celano is a patio type grape tomato that produces sweet oblong fruit.
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PHOTO SUBMITTED

Representatives from McCreedy-Ruth Construction of Riverside interior designer Katy Stutsman (center), Tim Ruth (third from right), Kevin McCreedy (second from right) and 
custom wood crafter Sam Jones (right) accept the Best Builder Booth award from two Home Show judges and a representative from sponsor Relion Insurance.

Riverside company wins Best 
Builder Booth at Home Show
 McCreedy-Ruth Construc-
tion of Riverside won the award 
for Best Builder Booth at the 
2020 Home Show, held Feb. 7-9 
at the Coralville Marriott Hotel 
and Conference Center.
 Nearly 1,500 people attended 
the event hosted by The Great-
er Iowa City Area Home Build-
ers Association (HBA) and 
presented by Collins Commu-
nity Credit Union and Lepic-

Kroeger, Realtors.
 Judges were looking for ex-
citing exhibits and engaging 
and enthusiastic staff when 
doling out top honors.
 Other booth competition 
winners were Sueppel’s Sid-
ing and Remodeling for Best in 
Show, and E&J Geothermal for 
Best Love Iowa Booth.
 Many visitors came to The 
Home Show with specific proj-

ects in mind and looking for 
advice or a business to fulfill 
those wants. 
 Others came to have fun 
and check out the latest in 
new construction, remodel-
ing, lawn and garden, interior 
design, spas, and home prod-
ucts through the more than 70 
booths and numerous profes-
sionals at the family-friendly 
event.

Send us your 
old photos of  

Wellman, 
Riverside and 

Lone Tree
for our 

Looking Back
section! 

EMAIL
ADMIN@THENEWS-IA.COM

OR BRING THEM IN TO 
THE NEWS OFFICE
419 B. AVE, KALONA
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Signs your tools may need some TLC

Loss of power
 Some power tools may start 
but still lack the extra muscle 
that make power tools more 
beneficial than manual tools. 
 In such instances, the car-
bon brushes might need to be 
replaced. 
 The online resource ere-
placement.parts.com notes 
that heat damage to brushes 
can reduce the overall conduc-
tivity of the brush, resulting in 
less power reaching the tool’s 
motor. 
 In such instances, replace 
the carbon brushes. In ad-
dition, chipped or damaged 
brushes can result in inconsis-
tent power output. 
 Replacing the brushes in 
such instances may be all 
that’s necessary to restore a 
tool to its powerful self.

Burning smell
 Many a DIYer has dealt 
with a power tool that emits an 
odor of burning. 

 The power tool experts at 
Grainger notes that tools like 
sanders contain drive belts, 
and these belts should be the 
first place to look when tools 
produce a burning smell. 
 When the drive belt is to 
blame, the tool will typically 
stop working even when the 
motor is running. 
 Capacitors may be behind 
the burning smell when us-
ing tools without drive belts. 
Sometimes tools have simply 
overheated. 
 Whenever DIYers get a whiff 
of that burning smell, turn off 
the tool immediately and let it 
sit for 30 minutes before trying 
to diagnose the problem. 
 Replacing these parts can 
restore them to full usefulness 
and get rid of that unwelcome 
aroma.
 Replacing worn or damaged 
power tool parts as opposed to 
the tools themselves is often 
the most budget-friendly way 
to get these must-have DIY ac-
cessories back on track. 

METRO CREATIVE SERVICES

Knowing some common symptoms of power tool problems and what may be behind those problems can save time and money.

METRO CREATIVE SERVICES
 A do-it-yourselfer is only as 
good as his or her tools. With-
out the proper tools, even the 
handiest men and women may 
struggle to complete jobs well 
within their abilities.
 It doesn’t take a seasoned 
do-it-yourselfer to recognize 
when hammers and screwdriv-
ers need to be replaced. And 
such tools are generally so af-
fordable that replacing them, 
even when they still have some 
utility, won’t affect too many 
DIYers’ budgets. 
 However, power tools are 
considerable investments that 
do not necessarily need to be 
discarded when the first signs 
of trouble pop up. 
 In fact, sometimes power 
tools just need some TLC to be-
come useful once again. 
 The following are some 
common symptoms of power 
tool problems, and what may 
be behind those problems.

Difficulty starting
 A power tool that won’t 
start can delay a project. But a 
tool that won’t start should not 
be immediately written off, es-
pecially not before DIYers em-
ploy a multimeter. 
 The cost of digital multime-
ters varies widely, with some 
retailing for less than $20 while 
others sell for hundreds and 
hundreds of dollars. 
 Serious DIYers who spend 
every weekend working on one 
project or another may find the 
more expensive multimeters 
more to their liking, but many 
weekend warriors can get by 
with less expensive alterna-
tives. 
 Multimeters are useful be-
cause they can measure volt-
age on a power tool to deter-
mine if power is effectively 
moving through the tool. 
 Dust and dirt also can com-
promise power tools. This may 
be especially likely in spring, a 
time synonymous with home 
renovations, when many home-
owners pick up their tools for 
the first time in months. 
 Inspect a power tool that’s 
not starting to see if dust or 
dirt is the culprit. If so, clean 
the tool and start again.



 The spring real estate mar-
ket is getting ready to heat up.
 Many homes will soon be on 
the market, and sellers are al-
ways looking for ways to make 
their homes stand out and get 
the most money from the sale.
 Karen Mitchell of Urban 
Acres Real Estate in Coralville 
offered several tips from the 
company’s blog for sellers to 
get the most out of their sale.

Clean, clean, clean… and 
then clean some more
 A deep clean is the first 
major step most people take 
before listing their home, but 
don’t underestimate how much 
a thorough spring cleaning can 
add to your home’s value. 
 If you’re wondering wheth-
er it’s worth hiring a profes-
sional to assist, the answer is 
yes, as the cost will pay back 
many times over. 
 If you choose to tackle the 
task yourself, don’t forget to 
look up as you’re cleaning. 
Buyers’ heads are on a swivel, 
and they’ll take into account 
everything they see high and 
low. 

Declutter and donate
 When a potential buyer 
walks into your home, you 
want them to see plenty of 
room to store their things. 
 You don’t want them to en-
vision themselves quickly out-
growing the home. 
 Decluttering and organiz-
ing closets, drawers, and ga-

rages helps a home sell faster 
and for more money. 
 When sorting through your 
belongings, make three piles: 
keep, toss and donate. 
 Sort through your items 

carefully. 
 Box up any items that are 
seasonal or that are not used 
frequently. They’ll need to be 
boxed up for your move any-
way. 
 Throw out anything that 
cannot be donated. 

Be smart about repairs
 Broken door knob, tilted 
cabinet, chipped tile or worse? 
 Small repairs add value to a 
home, but there are often cre-
ative solutions that can save 
you money while still increas-
ing your home’s worth. 
 It’s always best to consult 
an agent before making such 
repairs. 
 They’ll also know what a 
home inspector will look for 
and can offer advice on wheth-
er to replace or repair. 

Repaint with caution 
 Many homeowners are 
tempted to assume that a fresh 
coat of paint throughout will 
automatically increase the val-
ue of their home. 
 However, it’s extremely im-
portant to talk with an agent 
before undertaking a repaint 
to ensure you choose neutral 
paint tones. 
 Agents also know which col-
ors are currently working best 
to sell homes -- at the moment, 
shades of gray. 
 Your agent may even be 
able to give you the name of a 
specific color so you can sim-
ply run to the store and pick it 
up. 
 All that’s left to do is hire 
a professional or pay some 
buddies in pizza and bever-
ages to help you complete the 
job.  
 Whichever route you 

choose, be sure it’s a qual-
ity paint job. Sloppy painting 
won’t do you any favors.

Stage your home
 Whether you are still liv-
ing in your current home or 
already living in another state, 
staging will give you an edge in 
the market. 
 Staging can take many 
forms, from a full furnishing of 
an empty home to a few finish-
ing touches after you’ve declut-
tered. 
 A certified staging agent 
can help you stage to draw at-
tention to certain features and 
away from less desirable fea-
tures that cannot be changed.  

Have professional 
photos taken
 Professional photos, video 
and drone shots of the top and 
exterior of the home are vital 
for showcasing all the hard 
work you’ve put into prepping 
your home for the market. 
 Whether you hire a profes-
sional yourself or go through 
your agent as part of their list-
ing package, great photos are a 
must when listing a home. 
 Now more than ever, the 
way your home looks online 
will directly affect your bottom 
line. 
 The better your home looks 
in the listing, the more buyers 
that will line up to see your 
home, and the higher your 
chances are of receiving a 
great offer!

Boost your curb appeal
 The exterior of your home 
is what makes the first impres-
sion for potential buyers. 
 While it’s important not to 
judge a book by its cover, in-
vesting a little TLC into the ex-
terior of your home certainly 
doesn’t hurt. 
 A trim lawn, well-main-
tained shrubbery and a few 
decorative plants go a long 
way. 
 Definitely make sure any 
pieces of garbage in your yard 
are picked up and any lawn 
equipment and tools are put 
away.
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Home sellers are always looking for ways to make their homes stand out in a crowded market.

Tips for increasing your home’s value before selling
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Spring is a great time to start getting yourself organized
METRO CREATIVE SERVICES
 Becoming more organized 
is a popular resolution each 
new year. However, like many 
resolutions, people’s commit-
ment to being more organized 
tends to wane as February 
draws near.  
 Being unorganized can ad-
versely affect productivity, 
state of mind, motivation, and 
even happiness. 
 Sixty-seven percent of peo-
ple surveyed in an Alpha Phi 
Quarterly study believed they 
could save up to 30 minutes 
a day if they were more orga-
nized. 
 And a Huffington Post sur-
vey determined worrying a 
home isn’t clean enough or 
organized enough is the fifth 
most common stress trigger for 
Americans.
 Getting and staying orga-
nized requires commitment. 
 Having some handy tips at 
the ready to facilitate the pro-
cess can make things go more 
smoothly.

Start with what 
motivates you most 
 Perhaps this is a room in the 
home that has become overrun 
with clutter. 
 Or maybe it’s getting fi-
nances organized so you can 
save for a dream vacation. 
 When you accomplish your 
biggest goal, the seemingly 
smaller ones may seem less dif-
ficult

METRO CREATIVE SERVICES

Getting and staying organized requires commitment. Having some 
handy tips at the ready to facilitate the process can make things go 
more smoothly.

Avoid distractions 
 Try to remove as many dis-
tractions as possible. 
 When working on a chore, 
hire a babysitter to look after 
the children or step away from 
social media so you can focus 
on the task at hand. 
 Interruptions only slow you 
down.

Think before you acquire 
 Once you are organized you 
may have challenges fitting 
new items into the mix. 
 If you’re getting ready to 
purchase something new, care-
fully consider its usefulnesss 
and determine in advance 
where it will go, and whether 
or not you have the space.

Be accountable to another
 Having help getting orga-
nized can mean delegating cer-
tain tasks or enlisting someone 
to check in with you to see if 
you’re on target. 
 Embrace this system of 
checks and balances.

Determine what 
organization means to you 
 Being organized might 
mean one thing to you and 
something else entirely to 
someone else. 
 Some may put form before 
function. 
 Others may be interested in 
the aesthetics of a neat-looking 

space. 
 Once you have a handle on 
what being organized entails to 
you, you can get to work.

Declutter your mind 
 Think of a busy mind as a 
computer that has that turning 
hourglass or spinning color 
wheel icon when it’s stuck on a 
process. 
 Every application stalls be-
cause the computer cannot do 
everything at once. 
 The same thing can hap-
pen in the brain. Sit down and 
make a to-do list of what’s on 
your mind. 
 Then, start prioritizing 
tasks. 
 This will do wonders to 
clear your head.

Create deadlines for yourself
 An open-ended timeline to 
get things done may promote 
procrastination. 
 Deadlines may provide mo-
tivation.
 Becoming organized is a 
process, but once you get the 
hang of it, it can be easy to stay 
organized.
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Common DIY mistakes that can be avoided
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 Pride tends to swell when 
homeowners successfully com-
plete do-it-yourself projects on 
their homes. 
 In addition to saving home-
owners money, DIY projects 
provide a unique way for men 
and women to personally con-
nect with their homes. 
 The ability to look at a fin-
ished project and say it’s a re-
sult of your own handiwork 
can make a home feel more 
your own.
 As fun and fulfilling as DIY 
projects can be, they also can 
be nerve-wracking and induce 
anxiety. 
 When DIY projects falter, 
fixing them can prove costly, 
as homeowners typically must 
call in contractors to correct 
their mistakes and get a project 
back on track. 
 That results in additional 
labor and material costs that 
might have been avoidable, es-
pecially for homeowners who 
make an effort to avoid some 
common DIY mistakes.

Failure to 
secure permits 
 Even though homeowners 
own their homes, that does not 
mean they have carte blanche 
to do what they want with 
them. 
 Many renovation projects 
require homeowners to secure 
permits before projects can 

commence. Some may even re-
quire additional permits as the 
projects advance. 
 If proper permits are not 
secured, homeowners may 
be fined and projects may be 
nixed, regardless of how much 
money homeowners have 
spent up to that point. 
 Before beginning a home 
renovation project, homeown-
ers should always contact their 
local permit office to determine 
if any permits are required. 

 Bankrate.com notes that 
permits are often required for 
any project larger than paint-
ing or wallpapering.

Overestimating 
your abilities 
 DIY television shows make 
home renovation projects look 
easy, but reality suggests oth-
erwise. 
 Homeowners with little or 
no experience renovating a 
home may want to take classes 
before they think about start-
ing a project on their own. 
 Even online tutorials tend 
to make jobs appear easier 
than they are. 
 Roofing and plumbing proj-

ects tend to be best left to the 
professionals, as these proj-
ects can be either dangerous 
or vulnerable to disaster if not 
addressed by trained profes-
sionals.

Getting the
incorrect materials
 Whether it’s to save money 
or a byproduct of inexperience, 
DIYers do not always choose 
the correct materials for a job. 
 Experienced contractors 
have ample experience work-
ing with all sorts of materials 
and are therefore in a unique 
position to recommend the best 
materials for any given job. 
 That resource is not avail-

able for DIYers, who must per-
form ample research before 
beginning a job, so the project 
involves the most appropriate 
materials. 
 Incorrect materials can be a 
sunken cost that derails a proj-
ect, but even jobs completed 
using incorrect materials may 
need to be redone a lot more 
quickly than those that em-
ployed the right materials the 
first time.
 Many home renovation 
projects can be completed 
without the help of profes-
sional contractors, especially 
when homeowners take steps 
to avoid some of the more com-
mon mistakes made by DIYers.
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When DIY projects falter, fixing them can prove costly, as homeowners typically must call in contractors to correct their mistakes and get 
a project back on track.


